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Over the last ten years…

• Housebuilding hasn't matched population increase…

a) In Southern cities b) Since recession



…So housing has got more expensive

…in Southern cities



…Which are the most productive



In least affordable cities - brownfield 
land is insufficient



Green belt land offers opportnities for 
homes



Jobs in the LSCC are spiky

Peterborough

Cambridge

Stansted



‘New work’ SMEs tend to concentrate in a 
handful of cities’ centres

Source: Business Structure Database, 2015



Devolving tax and spend incentivises 
better decisions



Priorities for housing in the LSCC?

• In LSCC cities, the green belt has to be re-evaluated

• Planning will be under pressure to provide homes, but 
commercial space also key, especially in city centres

• Housing and devolution are political priorities – but a 
balance of incentives is key to better decisions



Thanks for your time

Edward Clarke

@Cities_ed



Growth in ‘new work’ SMEs in LSCC is mixed

Source: Business Structure Database, 2015


